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A word from the Commodore 

As we bring the 2023 marching season to a close I would like to 
take this opportunity to reflect on the past year.  But first, I am 
both honored and humbled to be selected by you to be your 
Commodore.  Thank you for placing your trust in me and I 
hope I have lived up to your hopes and expectations.   

We began the 2023 marching season in cold and blustery Pawtucket, RI with an early St. 
Patrick’s Day parade.  We then jumped ship from cold New England to Saint 
Augustine, FL for a much warmer and pleasant St. Patrick’s Day parade.  The crowd 
was great; we were very well received; and we were awarded the trophy for best 
musical unit. Huzzah!  We marched short parades (89 feet, Adamsville, RI), longer 
parades (Gaspee Days and Martha’s Vineyard), hot parades (several), and one very, 
very wet parade (Martha’s Vineyard).  Rain cancelled one event. We ended the season 
with over twenty events.  We have a new Grog Wagon volunteer and it is really great to 
see the enthusiasm the group exhibits as we gather around after a parade with friends, 
family, food, and grog.  The Pound and Pint has also returned and is much enjoyed by 
the Fleet. 

As we look forward to 2024 we will be returning to Saint Augustine, FL for their St. 
Patrick’s Day parade.  What a wonderful way to kick off the season with a parade in a 
warm, friendly, and inviting location.  I expect that we will continue to participate in 
our standard events (Gaspee Days, Martha’s Vineyard, Sudbury muster, to name a few) 
and we will most certainly be invited to events that are new to us or are one-time events 
such as a local town’s anniversary parade.  We need to keep our participation levels 
high so we make an impression worthy of being the Massachusetts State Navy.  We 
must continue to recruit new members as we strive to keep our current members 
engaged.  We want our ranks to be full and strong as we march forward thinking about 
the new and wonderful opportunities that await us as we look forward to our nation’s 
250th anniversary a mere two years away. 

I wish each and every one of you a happy, healthy, and wonderful Holiday Season.  
Happy New Year to one and all! 

 

Captain Bob Miorelli, Commodore 
The Colonial Navy of Massachusetts 
 





16 December - Wreaths Across America - Somerset, 
MA (Saturday)

Staff For 2024

Commodore - Bob Miorelli

Vice Commodore - Bill Hart

Chief of Staff - Bill Carey

Clerk - Bob Gregory

Prize Master - Tom Murray

I would like to thank those that sent pictures and a 
special thanks to Tom Murray for his help with this 
edition.

Upcoming Events



Pounding a pint while working on the Pound & Pint               



Change of Command Ceremony
On October 22, 2023, at Fort Adams in Newport RI alongside the
SSV Oliver Hazard Perry, command of the fleet was transferred
from Bob Gregory to Bob Miorelli. The event was well attended
by fleet members and families as well as senior staff of the SSV
Oliver Hazzard Perry.



                                                                              Bob Miorelli and Bob Gregory at the wheel 
                                                                              of the SSV Oliver Hazard Perry

Fleet members gather prior to the ceremony

Fleet members gathering prior to the ceremony.



  Gathering for Grog following the Change of Command Ceremony
 
 

          
 

                                                               Commodores,past and present. Mike Godek,
                                                                Bob Miorelli, Manny Pacheco, Bob Gregory 
                                                                And Dave Kiley (L to R) 
                                                                              Photo by Tom Murray



This recipe came from JOURNEY WITH MURPHY, History &
Travel. It’s titled, Historic Taverns-Longfellow’s Wayside Inn.
The article is long but interesting. Maybe we can make this for 
the grog wagon lol. WWWJOURNEYWITHMURPHY.COM



Somerset Music Town Festival
On October 14th, the Fleet participated in the 50th Anniversary Music Town Festival Parade and
performed a field exhibition later in the day at the Band Show.  

At the start of the parade before hitting County St along which there was a large and welcoming
crowd. Photographer George Austin

Entering the field at the Band Field Show at Somerset Berkley Regional High School.
 Photographer George Austin



Veterans Day Parade – Fall River
 
On November 11 the City of Fall River held a “rolling parade” hence no marchers.  The
Fleet assembled at the start of the parade and played for the departing parade participants.
 

 



Memorial Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Vietnam Memorial,
Iwo Jima Memorial, and honors at all monuments at 
Bicentennial Park in Fall River.



 
Memorial Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Vietnam Memorial, Iwo Jima
Memorial, and honors at all the monuments at Bicentennial Park in Fall
River
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FALL RIVER CHRISTMAS PARADE 2023



More Christmas Parade Pictures



Wreaths Across America December 11th 2023

                                           
      
                                                     
                                                       Bob, Pam, and Chris in the State Senate Chamber

Pam, Dave, Bob, and Chris on the grand staircase
in the State House after the Wreaths Across America



     The appearance of the Colonial Nary of 
Massachusetts at the Veteran’s Day Parade, 
presenting military honors at the Vietnam 
Memorial and other memorials at Bicentennial 
Park, and the Fall River Holiday Parade were 
funded in part through a generous grant from 
the Fall River Cultural Council and the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council.


